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Date: 24 April 1975

T0: LB (info W)'//%()

STAT : FROM:
\

SUBJECT: Colby Query
1

Mr. Colby wants to know, as Kissinger
allegedly asserts, whether in fact CIA has
flip-flopped on its estimate of whether the
Communists would or would not storm Saigon.

I have given this to Lehman for prompt
action.
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JUS, O3 TAKE-OVER

Asserts It Is Not Trying to
Humiliate Washington in
_Assumption ‘of ‘Control

By LESLIE H. GELB

Special to The New York Titacs
WASHINGTON, April 23—
The North Vietnamese and
Vietcong have told Washington
through intemediaries that they
do not wish to humiliate the
United States in the coming
days, but have refused to say
anything efSe, even whether
they are prepared to negotiate
or on what terms, according
to authoritative Adminisiration
officials.

Hanoi has frequently said
over the years that it does not
want to humiliate Washiogton,
without explaining further. It
is assumed fo mean that if
Washington accepts a Commu-
Inist " take-over of South Viet-
nam, Hanoi would do what it
:could to “save American face.”

The Administration officials
maintained that the " United
{States was essentially asking
\’orth Vietnam and the Provi-
sional Revolutionary Govern-
!ment for safety and evacuation
guarantees for American citi-
zens, their dependents and an
[unspecified nwuber of South
Vietnamese. :

One official said: “They
{won't even tell us whether they
want any sort of American dip-
lomatic presence in Saigon aft-
er thay take over.”

Thé" officials said that the
United. States had not sought
and was not in direct contact
with Hanol or the Vietcong be-j
cause ySecretary of State sz‘
singer!-feels that “no purpose
wouid .be served by such- con
tacts'pther than to legit
the Eommunist take-ovel
Southi:Vietname.

Mr. Kissinger is said t
lieve ﬂthat the Saxgon Go¢

- Huong-=will Iast'only a gfev
days.-He {s known to expec
that the regime will undirg
several changes before on
established that will be
ceptable to the Communist-side.

The speculation s that Lieut.
Gen. Duornig Van A

to Amtericans as Big Minh, will

%&.&.ﬂﬂﬁkwagc At that time,
.the estimate was that the odds

NEW YORK TIMES

headed " the group that overs

- \
= AP ‘,)’z' ] S m?rﬁqgﬁomRebﬁzaomum MBIA
b threw President Ngo Dinh Diem

Jin November, 1963.

In Paris today, the Vlct\.ong
rejected appeals from the new
Saigoq, ‘Government for a cease-
fire a‘nd new peace talks. A
spokeaman for the Provisiona.
Rcvoluﬂonary Government re-

peated,, ‘demands for ‘“total ces- |

sation, of United States mxhtaxy
fnterférence in South Vietnam”
and a. Saxgon Government sin-
cerely [desiring !‘peace and in-
dt.pencfence and national recon-
ciliatipn.” )

Frenth Belng Encouraged

The I'new Saigon -proposal
went+Beyond the position of
formef, President Nguyen Van
Thieu' by stating willingness to
talk about estabhshmg a Na-
tional Council of National Re-
conciliation and’ Concord - as
called for in the 1973 Paris ac-
cords. The council would in-
clude, VLetcong and neutrahst
repreqcntatwes :

There was an ominous warn-
ing from the Hanoi radio today.
Referrmg to the American force
now off South Vietnam "“to save
its henchmen, prolong the war
and ipterfere in the mtemal af-
fairs.of South Vigtnam,” the
broadcast said, “This adventur-
ous gourse of action may lead
to disastrous consequences.”

Discussing indirect contacts
with Hanol, Administration of-
fn:.z-ls, would not say which

tlunq were servn‘ﬂ as inter.’
me iaries for Wafhmgton They
did <ay however, that the inter-
medigries. were not the Soviet
Uniop.,, China, France or the
United, Nations., . )

“The French are basically
acting on their own,” one ofii-
cial gxpiained, “but we arc en-
couraging their efforis. And
still r;pthmg from Moscow and
Peking.”

" The officials sald that whlle
the intelligence community was
telling Mr. Kissinger that the
Commuriists would take Saigon

assumption that. some kind of
diplomacy might be possible.

Mr. K*‘ggg..nﬁer is.said to dis-
! ca(un, the ; mtelhvencgw

judgmen Tt almost

¥ teverses “the' Bostriog

iwere sharply against a Com-
1mumst storming of Saigon. He

is said to feel that the intelli-|
gence services, and particularly|

the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy, may be trying to protect
their record in the event that
jthe worst happens.

. to wait,

-RDP 8§31 425309be80080020-

He thinks that “Hanoi may
want to’ support its assertion
that it has no troops in South
Vietnam and therefore may
wait until an acceptable coali-
tion government assumes power
in Saigon, then send just Viet-
cong troops into the city, [
‘Onz official said that bazed]
on this reasoning and on the
possibility that Hanoi ‘might
prefer an “orderly take-over of
Saigon, Mr. Kissinger has‘been
trying to mgnal the Commu-|
nists that it is in_ theu' mte.cst

" He said at a House cominittea
meeting' Friday, “The negotiat-
ing process has its-own logic
that will become apparent.” The
official said that in effect, Mr.
Kissinger was telling Hanot
that if its attack on Saigon was
delayed, "a Saigon govemment’
might soon be formed that
would negotiate an orderly‘
transfer of power. N

Mr. Kissinger 'is also - sald to
think that Hanol might "prefet’
to have the United States eva-
ruate a significant number of
South Vietnaniese rather than
for Hanoi to hdve to kill them
or have to vae with ‘aecurlty
risks.

There is .also the possxbxlvlv
that Hanoi might want to avoid
the appearance of a bloodhath
in Saigon with the world com-
munity as witness.

PR

Salgon Plea Rejected in Paris .
Spectal to The New York Times

PARIS, April 23—A Saigon
appeal for an imniediate cease-

by force, he was going on the}

fire and negotiation with the
iVietcong to set up a- coalition
'authomty was rejected here-to-
day by the Provisional:Revolu-
tionary” Government delegation.
'l The South Vietnam Embas)y
Ysaid the plea \eas- nade-in-notes
fto 2ll the sigriers of thn Pa(ns‘
fruce accords: -« - <

The rejection came in a:wrrt-ﬁ
iten declaration sharptly attack-
iing both President -Tran Van
'Hu(mv and the United ‘%ta oS
Governnient, o

————
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